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Message from our Principal 
 

Welcome to our week 8 newsletter! Hard to believe we’re almost at the end of the 
term! As you can see by this bumper issue the pace certainly has not slowed down, 
with a range of fantastic things happening in and out of the classroom.  

This week was PSA Schools Recognition Week where we acknowledge the 
contribution and efforts of our wonderful school support staff who work tirelessly to 
support students and teaching staff. We are so incredibly lucky at THS to have such a 
fantastic team of people working above and beyond to support us all. As Mr Pitkin 
and Mr Clay discovered when they looked after the front office for the afternoon, it is 
not an easy job!  

Well done to the SRC, Mrs Koch and Mrs Cooper and the whole school for getting 
behind the national RU OK? Day. This is such an important question to ask not just on 
one day, but every day. The range of yellow clothing and the yummy goods on sale 
at recess and lunch certainly lifted everyone’s mood and raised awareness and funds 
for mental health. We are looking forward to hosting our breakfast next week.  

By now families of Year 7 and Year 9 should have received their Naplan results. Please 
contact the school if you have not. Our Year 9 results were particularly pleasing – with 
Reading, Numeracy and Writing all above like schools. Our writing results showed a 
significant improvement, and our reading results showed an extremely significant 
improvement. I would like to acknowledge the work of the English faculty, who under 
the leadership of Mrs Little, implemented a reading and comprehension program for 
this cohort when they were in Year 7, as well as the work of our Learning and Support 
Teacher, Mrs Brown, who oversees the intensive literacy program, Macqlit, for those 
students who need additional support.  

We are currently in the process of finalising our leadership team. The nomination 
speeches will be viewed by the whole school next week and then school captains will 
be chosen by the end of the week. We will then have our leadership induction and 
formal assembly on the following Monday. I would like to thank all the Year 11’s who 
have put themselves forward - it is wonderful to have such a great bunch of students 
wanting to be leaders of the school. Please note we will have more girl leaders than 
boys, simply because we have so many more girls in the year.  

Finally, we are preparing to formally farewell our Year 12’s with our graduation 
assembly on the last Friday of term. We look forward to seeing families at this special 
event. As mentioned above our formal assembly will be on the Monday, families of 
award recipients will be notified by the parent portal, with major award winners 
notified by a phone call.  

 

 

 

Ms Stephanie Scott,  

Principal 
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BRIDIE’S ESSAY ENTRY 
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RU OK? DAY 8TH SEPT 

 

RU OK? Day is our national day of action when we remind Australians that every day is 

the day to  ask, ‘are you OK?’ and start a meaningful conversation whenever they spot 

the signs that someone they care about might be struggling with life.  

 

Each year THS is involved in this event. A special thank you to our SRC for providing the 

most delicious home baked goods at recess! All proceeds from the stall & the gold coin 

donation for out of uniform will be donated to RU OK? Day. 

 

On Wednesday 14th September we are holding a RU OK? breakfast BBQ in the quad 

from 8.20am. Thank you to TSDC, LDAT & Food bank for providing funding & food for this 

event. 

 

 

THS NEWS 
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YEAR 6 TRANSITION 

 

On Wednesday 7th September, Year 6 students from St Josephs, TSHPMPS, Jennings & 

Drake completed their final transition day at THS.  Students had the opportunity to do 

Woodwork with Mrs Marshman, Art with Mr Caisley & cooking with Mrs Cooper.  

Thank you to Mr Ryan, our 2023 Year 7 advisor for assisting & all the THS students who 

helped in the classrooms.  

 

Year 6 Orientation day will be held in Term 4, Wednesday 30th November.  Additional 

details will be provided closer to the date.  

 

A reminder to parents, please complete the Year 7 enrolment forms & provide the 

supporting documentation to our fabulous office staff as soon as possible. 

 

THS NEWS 
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YOUTH DRIVER EXPO 
 

THS students in Year 11 & 12 attended the YDE in Tamworth on 26th August. The expo is 
designed to provide timely information for learner and provisional drivers on the issues of 
using mobile phones, speed, inattention, fatigue, drugs, drink driving, insurance costs, 
maintaining a safe vehicle, heavy vehicles awareness and possible outcomes of having 
a crash such as a brain injury and personal trauma.  Students were able to view vehicles 
that had been involved in a crash & NSW Police discussed RBT protocols with some 
students completing a RBT for the 1st time. Thankyou to Rotary Tenterfield for sponsoring 
this & Mr Woodrow for organising!  

THS NEWS 
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SASS RECOGNITION WEEK 
 

This year we celebrate School Support Staff Recognition week on 5th to 9th September.   

It is about celebrating the important work that School Support Staff do every day, to 
ensure our schools run well and staff are supported to help students get the most out of 
their time at school.  

 

To remind everyone just how important the work they do is and how much they are 
valued, we invited everyone to afternoon tea on 7th September.   

Thank you to our Head Teachers, Mr Pitkin & Mr Clay, for manning the office! 

 

 

THS NEWS 
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IN THE CLASSROOM 

 
Miss Davis’s Year 7 English making their own "beasts" as part of their current unit Fantas-

tic Beasts. Great work everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Sproule’s Year 11 Metal  class have been working on their assessment projects.  

 

THS NEWS 
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IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

 

Year 8 Leather work have just completed their 1st projects, leather key chains. Great 
work everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THS Senior students learning the effects alcohol has on vision & coordination. Students 
were given examples of alcohol volumes & ways to help determine a standard drink.  

A big thank you to NSW Health for providing this invaluable training.  

 

 

THS NEWS 
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NORTHERN SCHOOLS PIG COMPETITION 
 

Students represented THS at the Inaugural Northern Schools Pig Competition in 

Bingara on 31st August. Thank you to Allie Hill for presenting the growth rates & 

husbandry practices of our pigs. Well done Olivia Ward & Jack Capper for 

speaking in the finals of junior judging. Jack took out the senior class!  

Congratulations to THS on 1st place in the carcass & 3rd place in the hoof in 

the baconer class (a pig reared to produce bacon).  

THS NEWS 
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POSITIVE MERIT SCHEME 
 

Congratulations to all the students who received their Silver Awards at assembly on 

31st August. Keep up the great work. 

 

 

 

 

 

THS NEWS 
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MATHS TRAINS BRAINS 

 

Last time we looked at the site which relates mathematics to careers. From the site, here 

is Renee’s story(https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/everyday-maths/

resources/careers/five-careers-in-mathematics-that-might-surprise-you) 

 
 

First published on CareerswithSTEM.com 

John Rodwell   

john.rodwell@det.nsw.edu.au 

High flyer 
Renee, 23, has an engineering career working at Qantas, volunteers to help 
disadvantaged young people and has been nominated for a NSW / ACT Young 
Achiever Award – Aboriginal Education Council award. 
Renee is an Aerospace Engineering graduate who is studying a full-time Graduate 
Diploma of Aviation at UNSW to fulfil her dream of becoming a pilot. In her current 
role in Qantas’s Fleet Technical Division, Renee carries out performance analysis of 
aircraft, which relies heavily on maths. 
“It’s a lot of scientific problem solving and the application of numerical methods 
and statistics,” she says. Renee, a proud Tharawal woman, joined Qantas in 2011 
through an Indigenous internship platform called Career Trackers. In her work, 
Renee uses algorithms to predict fuel temperatures and calculate aircraft loads to 
ensure the aircraft is mass balanced. 
She’s also involved in the development of in-flight apps and has worked directly 
with pilots, who need to stay up-to-date with the latest technology. Soon Renee will 
be on the other side of the cockpit and says she’s had the perfect background 
training. “STEM and maths are very exciting – the skills you learn can be applied to 
so many different industries.” 

LITERACY & NUMERACY 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/everyday-maths/resources/careers/five-careers-in-mathematics-that-might-surprise-you
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/everyday-maths/resources/careers/five-careers-in-mathematics-that-might-surprise-you
https://careerswithstem.com.au/read-it-here/
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LITERACY & NUMERACY 
 

 

THE WEDNESDAY GROUP 
Ornithology Enrichment: Swooping Magpies  

 

It's that time of year again. 

September is generally the peak of the magpie swooping season. Magpies typically nest from early July to late 

December, and magpies have been known to swoop throughout this period. 

Australian magpies are extremely territorial. Magpies like to defend their territories for about six weeks. During this time, 

they are securing an area to nest, or protecting eggs or newly hatched chicks. Defending may include magpies using 

their body language as a way to warn of potential predators. A magpie's defensive behaviour can range from a non-

contact swoop with or without beak snapping, through to pecking, dive-bombing and sometimes front-on attacks 

from the ground. This is aimed at threats which may include animals, other birds and sometimes humans. 

 

Swooping is most common for a magpie in a situation where they may be under attack themselves and involves the 

magpie seeing a suspected predator, before gliding down at them and looping back to the original perch. An attack 

may include the bird aggressively chasing the perceived predator continuously, often to the outskirts of their territory. 

 

Magpies are perceived to be very angry birds, but they are quite friendly if you leave them alone. Just remember they 

are only doing what they know - defending themselves and their chicks. Here are some tips just in case you get 

caught up with a territorial magpie:  

 

-If a magpie begins to swoop or attack, move quickly but be sure not to run, as this may further aggravate the bird. 

-If you are riding a bike, make sure to wear a helmet, as magpies generally swoop from behind  

- If you're walking through a magpie’s territory, be sure to wear glasses and a wide brim hat and have some form of 

protection. A good example of this is an umbrella.  

- Finally, if you find yourself being attacked by magpies in a park or other location, try and find an alternative route.  

If a magpie is a continuing risk, contact National Parks and Wildlife Service Tenterfield office on 6736 4298. 

 

Hannah Everson 
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CHS ATHLETICS 
 

A team of 6 students headed to Sydney to represent THS in the CHS Athletics, from 7th 

to 9th September.  The 14 year boys relay team had a great run, improving on their PB 

time by 5 seconds.  Bryce Riley competed well in the discus & Maddie Riley performed 

well in the long jump, 100m & 200m events.  The final day’s results are not known at the 

time of publishing the newsletter, follow our Facebook page for more updates. 

 

 

THS SPORT 
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NOTICES 
 

GOODLUCK YEAR 12 
 

 

The end of Term 3 is fast approaching as we prepare to 

bid farewell to our Year 12 students. We would like to wish 

you all the very best for your HSC Exams and for the 

future ahead!  

 

A Year 12 Graduation day ceremony will be held in the 

MPU, 23rd September at 10am.  Parents, carers & 

grandparents are invited & encouraged to attend! 
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Tenterfield High School 
89 High Street 

TENTERFIELD NSW 2372 

Phone: 02 - 6736 1200 

Email: tenterfiel-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Website: tenterfiel-h.schools.nsw.gov.au 

12th September   NW Girls Cricket Trials 

13th September   Ten Pin Bowling Interschools comp 

14th September   RU OK Breakfast BBQ (rescheduled) 

19th September   Formal Assembly & Leader Induction 

21st September   NAIDOC Aboriginal Incursion 

21st September   CHS Girls Squash Finals  

23rd September   Year 12 Graduation Assembly & last day of Term 3 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

The P&C meets on the 1st Wednesday of 

each month at 5.30 pm in the Library. 

New Members welcome! 


